Why seeking a visa to
Europe Is ‘humiliating’
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nternational departures from /
India more than doubled, to 27m,

in the decade to 2019. Overseas

spending by Indian travellers

tripled between 2010 and 2023,

to $33bn.... The number of valid

Indian passports grew from 52m

a decade ago to 93m this year.
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stage, however, they are not India had the

rushing to Europe. It is countries . 1

closer to home that are reaping third most Morocco Turluye China
the rewards. The countries that applicants 59L 10.5L .

welcome Indians will enjoy both the for Schengen 0 India 11 ZL
economic benefits and the cultural 2 =

soft power that tourism affords. visa in 2023 9.7'_

Rich Western countries, however,
make Indians feel unwanted....

Britain's visa fees are extortionate. More US tourist

Getting a visa for Europe’s border- 14'- US visa applications (tourist

frtEE E chfengen m"ﬁ;" re%ulres ¢ visas for India 11L.5L and non-tourist) were processed in
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to return, Many travellers find it 2019 .

1 i“ 10 US visa
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humiliating. Some refuse to go.... 2022

The consequences of turning away
visitors from a huge rising power go
beyond economics. Tourism shapes

dichal ciiltuee. it helis detasrming 11'% of US visitor visa applications

from India got rejected in 2023

which ptﬂCEE are seen as Empnrtant 2020 and 2021 were Covid years of restricted travel

and which are overlooked.... The

countries that invest in attracting - 2

Indians will shape the mental How P“EE U_K CHII'IPEII?E With US, SEh'EﬂgEI‘I ) _
geography and implicit alliances of UK requires applicants to provide documents to support that the visitor is
the future. coming for a permitted activity; will leave the UK at the end of the visit and

will be able to support self and any dependents for the duration of the trip.
Applicants also need documents to prove that they will be able to pay for return
or onward journey and any other costs linked to the visit.

But their visa fees are very high
6 months [JJJ] 313,308

2 years _ 49992
s vears I <5227
10 vears [ <1440

Additional GBP 500 fees for priority service
to get a decision within 5 working days.

The UK is developing a digital immigration system that
will allow travellers to use an eVisa to travel to the
country without carrying a physical document (except for
< Passport). It will offer additional security and convenience
B o travellers. Timeline for its introduction isn't yet known.
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